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MISSOURI COMMUNITY NEWS 

EDC Announces Initiatives to Impact Job Creation, Local Economy
The Economic Development Center (EDC) of St. Charles County 
has announced its intention to focus on alternative energy (“AE”) 
jobs and industries, and has unveiled nine organizational 
initiatives to help strengthen the local economy and create new 
jobs. EDC President and CEO Greg Prestemon said his 
organization has decided to push for jobs in the areas of 

research, manufacturing, installation and servicing in the alternative energy 
field. Read more... 
 
McCaskill to Host Free Economic Development Workshop in Columbia 
On April 9th, the office of U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill will 
host a free Economic Development and Grant Training 
Workshop in Columbia. The workshop will provide resources 
and useful tools to organizations to help them access federal 
grant and loan programs that support public infrastructure, job 
growth, business development and other needs. Read more... 
 
Glasgow Celebrates Revival of Local Company 

After American Recreation Products announced it was 
closing last fall, a local Glasgow resident saw potential for 
manufacturing in the area and formed American Discovery 
Textile Manufacturing, with assistance from local investors, 
the city, a local bank, Howard County Economic 
Development Council, the Missouri Treasurer’s Office and 
the Missouri Department of Economic Development. A 

ribbon-cutting ceremony was held last week to celebrate the rebirth of the textile 
plant. Read more... 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 7, 2009 
NAP Workshop 
 
April 8, 2009  
Session 4 -  “The Basics 
of Importing" 
"The Basics of 
International Trade" 
Seminar Series 
 
April 8, 2009 
Wind Industry Supply 
Chain Workshop 
St. Louis 
 
April 19 - 22, 2009 
International Conference 
on Business Incubation - 
"Building on Best 
Practices" 
 
April 19 - 23, 2009 
Heartland Economic 
Development Course 
Adams Pointe Conference 
Center - Blue Springs, 
Missouri 
 

http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cv.aspx?cm=80638656&x=76016935&cust=595457 (1 of 5) [4/3/2009 7:49:02 AM]

http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&x=76016935&fwd=1
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4299
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4300
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4301
http://showme.ded.state.mo.us/dynded/wcp.day_view?x_organization=0
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4319
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4166
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4166
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4166
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4269
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4269
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4170
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4170
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4170
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4170
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4171
http://www.marketvolt.com/custapp/cc.aspx?CM=80638656&X=76016935&MailingID=58709&LS=4171


View Mailing

ARCHS Partnerships Going Green 
Area Resources for Community and Human Services (ARCHS) in 
St. Louis has announced a variety of events aimed at helping 
reduce the impact of toxins in North St. Louis City homes and 
businesses. Two neighborhood forums and a "Tox-Away Day" are 
planned to help local residents problem solve and create local 
activities to promote going green and create environmentally friendly 
lifestyles. Read more...  
 

FOCUS ON MISSOURI 

Missouri Receives "A" Grade for Tax Climate 
According to a Ball State University study conducted by 
the Center for Business and Economic Research, 
Missouri is ranked as one of the top five states for its tax 
climate. The Manufacturing and Logistics 2009 Report 
Card gives Missouri a "C" for manufacturing, a "B" for 
logistics and an "A" for its tax climate. Read more...  
 

Missouri’s Small Business Loan Program Gains Ground 
Governor Jay Nixon’s plan to make small business loans 
available to entrepreneurs gained some ground last week. The 
Missouri Development Finance Board (MDFB) voted to request 
bids from nonprofit agencies to administer the loans. Nixon’s 
plan is to provide about 80 loans of up to $25,000 at 3 percent 
interest to small businesses, giving them capital to expand. Read 
more... 
 
Highway Commission Approves Final Recovery Act Project List 

Transportation Improvements Expected to Directly or Indirectly 
Support 22,000 Jobs  
The Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission gave 
approval recently to the final list of transportation projects to be 
funded by economic recovery funds. The transportation 
improvements are expected to directly or indirectly support 

22,000 jobs. Read more... 
 
Next Generation Manufacturing Study To Close April 8th 
April 8th will be the last day Missouri manufacturers will 
be able to take part in the Missouri Enterprise Next 
Generation Manufacturing Study and receive a 
customized report showing how they rate in six critical characteristics: Customer 
Focused Innovation, Systemic Continuous Improvement, Advanced Talent 
Management, Global report will be invaluable in helping manufacturing company 
executives manage their business for future growth. Aggregate data from the study 
will also be used by federal and state policymakers and legislators when they make 
decisions affecting manufacturing in the next five years and beyond. Link here to 
participate in the no-cost study.  
 

April 21 - 22, 2009 
Complying with U.S. 
Export Controls 
 
April 22 - 23, 2009 
Energy Summit 
 
April 22 - 24, 2009 
Exploring Innovation: A 
Conference on 
Community Development 
 
April 23, 2009 
How To Develop an 
Export Management and 
Compliance Program 
 
April 30, 2009 
Export Seminars at 
Missouri State University 
 
April 30 - May 1, 2009 
Entrepreneurial and Small 
Business Strategies 
 
May 12, 2009 
Wind Industry Supply 
Chain Workshop 
Kansas City 
 
May 20, 2009 
NAP Workshop 
 
June 2 - 5, 2009 
C2ER 49th Annual 
Conference - "Energizing 
Entrepreneurship: 
Monitoring Progress, 
Making Change" 
 
June 23 - 25, 2009 
2009 Joint CBRN 
Conference and Exhibition 
(Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, and Nuclear) 
 
July 9, 2009 
Innovation Conference: 
"Innovation in Turbulent 
Times" 
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Cape Girardeau: Southeast Missouri LED Hotspot 
Local Employment Dynamics (LED) generates and 
analyzes local labor market information which includes 
employment, industry, residence, and commuting data. 
LED can be used to identify hotspots that generate 

economic activity in a region. In the Southeast WIA Region, Cape Girardeau is an 
economic and employment hot spot, accounting for 16.1 percent of total employment 
in the region. Read more... 
 
Springfield and Branson are Missouri’s Fastest-Growing Areas 
Springfield and Branson are the fastest growing metropolitan 
and micropolitan areas in Missouri, respectively, from 2000 to 
2008, according to recently released data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Both the Springfield and Branson areas 
increased in population by 15 percent or more since the 2000 
Census. Read more... 
 

2010 NAP Guidelines 
and Application Now 
Available 
The new 2010 
Neighborhood Assistance 
Program (NAP) Guidelines 
and Application are now 
available on the DED Web 
site. Applications will be 
accepted immediately on 
an open cycle, first 
received, first reviewed 
basis, until the tax credits 
run out. Community-based 
organizations may submit 
proposals that impact 
community services, crime 
prevention, education, job 
training and physical 
revitalization. Application 
workshops have been 
scheduled for April 7, May 
20 and July 16 to address 
recent changes in the 
program and answer 
questions about the 
application process. 
Attendance at the 

DWD/DOLIR Staff Teach 
KC TV Viewers About 
Unemployment 
Insurance Process 
Recently, members of the 
Division of Workforce 
Development (DWD) and 
the Department of Labor 
and Industrial Relations 
(DOLIR) hosted a 
segment on Fox4KC that 
answered viewers’ 
questions about finding 
retraining assistance and 
applying for benefits after 
losing a job. Danielle 
Smith, DWD Regional 
Coordinator for the 
Kansas City area, 
described a free hands-on 
community workshop that 
was provided for 
participants who wanted to 
learn more about the 
available career 
assistance available for 
unemployed job seekers. 
Danielle and DOLIR's Bob 

Smith Electric Vehicles 
Plant Coming to KCI 
Smith Electric Vehicles U.
S. Corp. will make Kansas 
City home to one of the 
nation’s first assembly 
plants for electric-powered 
commercial vehicles. The 
company has signed a 
lease with the Kansas City 
Aviation Department for 
space at the American 
Airlines overhaul base at 
Kansas City International 
Airport (KCI). The project 
will create about 100 jobs 
the first year. 
Read more... 
 

July 16, 2009 
NAP Workshop 
 
July 26 - 29, 2009 
Summers @ Mizzou 
"Build-a-Business" Camp 
 
September 9 - 11, 2009 
Governor's Conference on 
Economic Development 
 

PAST ISSUES

Missouri Focus 
March 27, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
March 20, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
March 13, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
March 6, 2009 
 

DED PRESS RELEASES

QUICK LINKS

Dept. of Economic 
Development (DED)

State of Missouri

Missouri Business Portal 

Missouri Women's Council

Missouri Women Owned 
Business Network 

 
Missouri LocationOne

MissouriCareerSource.
com

MERIC
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workshops is not 
mandatory, but we 
encourage you take 
advantage of every 
opportunity to obtain 
information about the NAP 
application and review 
process. 2010 NAP 
Guidelines and 
Application 
 
Missouri Arts Council 
Reinstates Small Grants 
The Missouri Arts Council 
has announced that it will 
award small grants from its 
$2.5 million trust fund.  
The grants, worth up to 
$2,000 each, usually go to 
communities and school 
districts to help host small 
art-related events or hire 
performers. Beverly 
Strohmeyer, the council's 
executive director, said, 
"We're just trying to help 
as much as we can with 
the economic situation." 
The deadline for 
applications for projects 
that will occur May 15 
through June 30 is April 
13. Read more... 
 
Health Care Foundation 
gives $816,850 in Grants 
The Health Care 
Foundation of Greater 
Kansas City has 
announced $816,850 in 
grants to Kansas City area 
organizations to help 
eliminate barriers to high-
quality health and promote 
healthy lifestyles. 
Read more... 
 

Creek also fielded different 
questions from callers 
about the specific process 
for filing for unemployment. 
Read more... 
 
DWD Publishes New 
Guide to Services 
This week, over 30,000 
copies of DWD’s newly-
reimagined Guide to 
Services brochure are 
being ordered and 
distributed across 
Missouri’s workforce 
system. The Guide 
showcases innovative 
services and products that 
customers of Missouri’s 
Career Centers can 
receive. Graphic artists 
and copywriters from 
DWD’s Policy and 
Communications Unit 
worked with input from 
various subject matter 
experts to create a 
modernized view of 
workforce services, with 
references to helpful 
websites and an approach 
that was more geared to 
current workers. 
Springfield Career Center 
staff Tracy Polk was one 
of the first to receive 
the brochures and 
commented, “These 
guides are perfect for our 
customers—very graphic 
and informative!” For a 
copy of the brochure, 
contact David Keckler. 
 

Nanotech Institute 
Formed in St. Louis 
Four St. Louis-area 
educational institutions are 
among the founding 
members of a new regional 
collaboration to use 
advances in 
nanotechnology to treat 
human diseases. The 
institute will promote joint 
research projects and 
permit sharing of 
equipment and other 
resources among its 
founding members, which 
include Washington 
University in St. Louis, the 
University of Missouri-St. 
Louis, Saint Louis 
University and St. Louis 
Community College. 
Read more... 
 
EaglePicher to Supply 
Batteries to Raytheon SM-
2 Program 
EaglePicher Technologies, 
LLC, a leading producer of 
batteries and energetic 
devices for the defense, 
space and commercial 
industries, has announced 
that the company will 
supply silver zinc batteries 
to Raytheon Co. to support 
its Standard Missile-2 (SM-
2) program. Read more... 
 
Ralcorp Acquires 
Harvest Manor Farms 
St. Louis-based Ralcorp 
Holdings Inc. has 
purchased Harvest Manor 
Farms, a manufacturer of 
private label and Hoody’s 
snack nuts. Kevin Hunt, co-
chief executive officer and 
president of Ralcorp 
Holdings said, “Harvest 
Manor Farms will become 
a key part of our snack nut 
business and will enhance 
Ralcorp’s snack nut 

Division of Tourism

Missouri Development 
Finance Board

Missouri Community 
Betterment 

Missouri Community 
Service Commission 

(MCSC)

Missouri Main Street 
Connection

Missouri Arts Council 
 

Economic Development at 
Mizzou

University of Missouri 
Extension 

 
Missouri Procurement and 

Technical Assistance 
Centers (MO PTAC)

Missouri Small Business 
Development Centers 

(SBDC) 

Missouri Small Business 
& Technology 

Development Centers 
(SBTDC) 

(Schedule of training 
seminars at MSU...)

Missouri Economic 
Development Council 

(MEDC)

International Economic  
Development Council 

(IEDC)

 Associated Industries of 
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product offerings and 
nationwide manufacturing 
footprint.” Read more... 
 

SBTDC Offers Export Seminars at Missouri State 
The Small Business & Technology Development Center 
(SBTDC) at Missouri State University (MSU) is offering 
two export seminars on April 30 - “Export Controls & 
Compliance” will be held from 9 a.m. to noon, and 
“Staying Compliant: Developing an Export Compliant 

Program” is scheduled for 1-4 p.m. at MSU’s Glass Hall. Participants will learn 
information exporters need to know to comply with U.S. export control requirements 
on commercial and military goods, as well as how to develop and implement an 
export compliant program to ensure your company is complying with U.S. export 
controls. Read more... (Scroll down to International Trade) 

 
Industry Focus: Defense/Homeland Security 
The National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) will present the 
2009 Joint CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear ) 
Conference and Exhibition, June 23-25 at Fort Leonard Wood. The 
conference will provide a forum for the exchange of CBRN defense 
information among warfighters, CBRN incident responders, 
technology developers, acquisition professionals and the supporting 
industry. Read more... 
 
Innovation Conference – “Innovation in Turbulent Times”  

The World Trade Center of the Greater 
Kansas City Chamber of Commerce is 
presenting the 2009 Innovation 
Conference – “Innovation in Turbulent 

Times” – on July 9 at Liberty Memorial in Kansas City. The conference will showcase 
Kansas City executives developing and delivering effective strategies, managing and 
delivering innovative change within their business culture and how they are inspiring 
and leading their companies to global success. Read more... 
 

Missouri (AIM)

Missouri Enterprise 
Business Assistance 

Center

Missouri General 
Assembly

Missouri Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

  

 

Questions or Comments? 
Please contact: 

 
Jane Holtsman 
(573) 522-1593 

 
or email: 

missourifocus@ded.mo.gov

 

Missouri Department of Economic Development, Business & Community Services 
P.O. Box 118, Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Phone: (573) 751-4962 FAX: (573) 751-7384 
www.missouridevelopment.org

|
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