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   April 17, 2009

MISSOURI COMMUNITY NEWS 

Request for Proposals – Economic Development Administration/Community 
Development Block Grant 

The Missouri Department of Economic Development 
(DED) is issuing a call for proposals from Missouri 
cities and counties for economic development public 
infrastructure projects. The DED is scheduled to 

receive a formula allocation of U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Community Development Block Grant funds under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA). EDA funds will be disbursed through EDA’s six Regional 
Offices in the form of grants to states, local government entities and eligible non-
profits to create jobs and generate private sector investment by promoting 
comprehensive, entrepreneurial and innovation-based economic development 
efforts. Read more...  
 
DED Seeks Nominations for Community Project of the Year Award 
The Department of Economic Development (DED) is 
seeking nominations for the Community Project of the 
Year, to be awarded at the 2009 Governor's Conference 
on Economic Development, September 9-11, in St. Louis. This award recognizes the 
best example of a community development project. Project nominations may include:  

●     planning and execution of successful development of specific properties; 
●     activities that caused the elimination of specific community disadvantages; 
●     examples of unique, collaborative efforts toward community development. 

The project must show a significant impact on the community and its citizens. Eligible 
applicants include community development organizations, local governments, 
developers/individuals, not-for-profits, or community development corporations. 
Nominations are due no later than 5 p.m., Friday, May 29. Read more...  
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 19 - 22, 2009 
International Conference 
on Business Incubation - 
"Building on Best 
Practices" 
 
April 19 - 23, 2009 
Heartland Economic 
Development Course 
Adams Pointe Conference 
Center - Blue Springs 
 
April 21 - 22, 2009 
Complying with U.S. 
Export Controls 
 
April 22 - 23, 2009 
Energy Summit 
 
April 22 - 24, 2009 
Exploring Innovation: A 
Conference on 
Community Development 
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Missouri Communities Receive National Main StreetTM Program Accreditation 
At the annual Main Street conference in March, four Missouri 
communities received accreditation from the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation Main Street Center. Receiving recognition 
were Old Town Cape; Clinton Main Street, Inc.; Downtown 
Lee’s Summit, Inc.; and the Louisiana Economic Development 

Committee. The communities were accredited through a rigorous, on-site review 
process and by achieving high standards of program service and utilizing the Main 
Street Four-Point ApproachTM. Read more...  
 
The Art (and Culture) of Economic Development  
Lee’s Summit Economic Development Council Embraces 
Cultural Arts to Attract Creative Workforce  
At its quarterly investor meeting on April 1, the Lee’s Summit 
Economic Development Council (LSEDC) highlighted the 
relationship between the cultural arts and economic 
development - bringing the two seemingly opposite ends of 
the spectrum together in the Kansas City area community. “Appreciation for and 
commitment to the arts need to be part of a community’s marketing activities,” said 
Jim Devine, President and CEO of LSEDC. Read more...  
 
METS Technology Grants help Spur Innovation at Knob Noster School District   

The Knob Noster R-VIII School District, which serves 
1,400 students in and around Whiteman Air Force Base, 
is setting a standard for technology in the classroom that 

few districts in Missouri can match. The district’s adoption of technology is so 
pervasive that eSchool News, an online and print advocate of computers in the 
classroom, recently named Knob Noster’s administrator one of the “Top-10 Tech-
Savvy Superintendents” in the nation. Read more...  
 

FOCUS ON MISSOURI 

Martìnez Commends Missouri Film Commission on 25 Years of Success, 
Recognizes Recent Accomplishments 

With the Missouri Film Commission currently in its 25th 
year of existence, Department of Economic Development 
(DED) Director Linda Martìnez wrote Mark Biggs, 
Chairman of the Missouri Film Commission, to 
commemorate the Commission’s efforts in attracting the 

industry to Missouri during the past quarter century. The Missouri Film Commission, 
created by the state legislature in 1983, is housed within DED. 
Read more...  
 
Missouri Ranks No. 6 for Business Energy Costs 
According to a study released last week by the Small Business & 
Entrepreneurship Council, Missouri ranks No. 6 for the least-
expensive energy costs affecting businesses. The Energy Cost Index 
2009 ranks the states and Washington D.C. by the price of regular 
gasoline at the pump and the cost of electricity. 
Read more... 
 

April 23, 2009 
How To Develop an 
Export Management and 
Compliance Program 
 
April 29, 2009 
Export Documentation & 
Shipping Seminar 
 
April 30, 2009 
Export Seminars at 
Missouri State University 
(Scroll down to International 
Trade) 
 
April 30 - May 1, 2009 
Entrepreneurial and Small 
Business Strategies 
 
May 12, 2009 
Wind Industry Supply 
Chain Workshop 
Kansas City 
 
May 19, 2009 
Missouri Women's 
Council Board Meeting 
Truman Building  
Room 680  
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 
May 20, 2009 
NAP Workshop 
 
June 2 - 5, 2009 
C2ER 49th Annual 
Conference - "Energizing 
Entrepreneurship: 
Monitoring Progress, 
Making Change" 
 
June 3 - 5, 2009  
MEDC Spring Conference  
Lodge of Four Seasons,  
Lake Ozark 
 
June 23 - 25, 2009 
2009 Joint CBRN 
Conference and Exhibition 
(Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, and Nuclear) 
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Gov. Nixon Announces Work to Begin on Connecting Kansas City Area to Katy 
Trail State Park 

Gov. Jay Nixon recently announced that work is scheduled to 
begin on the Rock Island Trail - Katy Connector from Pleasant 
Hill to Windsor. The connector will link the Kansas City area to 
the 225-mile long Katy Trail State Park, providing both 
recreational and economic benefits. Read more...  
 

Leadership from DED, DNR Renew State's Commitment to Wind Energy at 
St. Louis Conference 
Amid growing trends and opportunities in wind power, 
the directors of the Missouri Departments of Economic 
Development (DED) and Natural Resources (DNR) last 
week reinforced the state's commitment to the wind 
energy industry on the occasion of a workshop held in 
St. Louis to spark local interest in business-to-business 
opportunities in renewable energy. "Creating the next-generation 'green' jobs are a 
significant feature of Governor Jay Nixon's Show-Me JOBS Initiative, and will play a 
crucial role in repairing Missouri's economy," said DED Director Linda Martìnez. 
Read more... 
 

Missouri’s New Business Formations 2008 
New businesses bring industry diversity and job growth to a region and 
are a major engine for economic growth. Research has shown a positive 
relationship between levels of entrepreneurial activity and economic 
growth across countries. In 2008, Missouri had 14,259 new business 
formations. Read more... 
 

MERIC Releases New Occupational Projections 
New Missouri long-term occupational projections to 2016 and short-
term to 2010 are now available both statewide and regionally. An 
adequately trained workforce is essential for successful economic 
development – benefiting business, government, and labor. By 
understanding the current and future demand for skilled labor, 
workforce and education agencies can target resources to meet this 
demand. Read more... 
 

July 9, 2009 
Innovation Conference: 
"Innovation in Turbulent 
Times" 
 
July 16, 2009 
NAP Workshop 
 
July 26 - 29, 2009 
Summers @ Mizzou 
"Build-a-Business" Camp 
 
September 9 - 11, 2009 
Governor's Conference on 
Economic Development 
 

PAST ISSUES

Missouri Focus 
April 10, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
April 3, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
March 27, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus  
March 20, 2009  
 
 

DED PRESS RELEASES

QUICK LINKS

Dept. of Economic 
Development (DED)

State of Missouri

Missouri Business Portal

Missouri Women Owned 
Business Network

Missouri LocationOne

GreatHires.org
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Department of Economic 
Development Awards 
Boys and Girls Town of 
Missouri $250,000 in 
YOP Tax Credits 
The Missouri Department 
of Economic Development 
recently announced that a 
Missouri organization that 
offers various services to 
Missouri children has been 
approved for $250,000 in 
Youth Opportunities 
Program (YOP) tax 
credits. Read more... 
 
$185,574 in YOP Tax 
Credits Awarded by DED 
to Three Missouri 
Service Organizations 
The Missouri Department 
of Economic Development 
has announced that three 
Missouri organizations that 
offer various services to 
Missouri children have 
been approved for a total 
of $185,574 in Youth 
Opportunities Program 
(YOP) tax credits. 
Read more... 
 
DED Awards Excelsior 
Springs $100,000 CDBG 
for Downtown 
Management Project 
The Missouri Department 
of Economic Development 
(DED) has announced that 
Excelsior Springs has 
been approved for a 
$100,000 Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). The grant will be 
utilized to assist in the 
hiring of a downtown 
manager. 
Read more... 
 

$2.4M  Grant will Assist 
Displaced Workers in 
Southern Missouri 
Workers laid off in 
distribution, 
manufacturing, 
telecommunications and 
other industries in the 
southern part of Missouri 
will receive skills 
assessment, training and 
other job search 
assistance as part of a 
$2.4 million grant from the 
U.S. Department of Labor. 
The grant will be received 
by DED’s Division of 
Workforce Development 
and will fund Career 
Center services for 
approximately 815 workers 
affected by mass layoffs 
and plant closures since 
January 1, 2009 at 11 
companies across the 
Ozark, Southeast and 
South Central workforce 
investment regions. "This 
grant will provide access 
to the employment-related 
services necessary to 
transition into occupations 
in the high growth 
industries identified 
through Missouri's Hot 
Jobs initiative," Labor 
Secretary Hilda L. Solis 
stated in a press release. 
The initial payment of the 
grant is funded by the 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 
2009. Read more... 
 

Telamon To Add Jobs In 
Fenton 
Telamon Corp., a $468 
million Indianapolis-based 
company that serves the 
telecommunications 
industry, is expanding in 
the St. Louis market. The 
new office, located in the 
Fenton area, will start out 
with 17 workers and 
expand to 28 workers by 
2013, the company said. 
Read more... 
 
SBA Changes Intended 
to Boost Business Loans 
In light of the American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) is 
working to implement two 
key provisions of the 
recovery act to provide 
lenders with the security 
they need to begin lending 
again to businesses in 
need of capital. Mary 
Paulsell, director of the 
University Center for 
Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship at the 
University of Missouri, 
answers some commonly 
asked questions about the 
proposed changes. 
Read more... 
 
Pfizer Opens $200M 
Research Building in 
Chesterfield 
Pfizer, the world's largest 
pharmaceutical company, 
opened a new 330,000-
square-foot research 
building in the St. Louis 
suburb of Chesterfield last 
week. Construction on the 
$200 million facility began 
in 2005, and its completion 
means the company's 
1,200 St. Louis employees 
will be in one location 

Missouri Training and 
Employment Council 

(MTEC)

MERIC

Division of Tourism

Missouri Development 
Finance Board

Missouri Community 
Betterment 

Missouri Community 
Service Commission 

(MCSC)

Missouri Main Street 
Connection

Missouri Arts Council

Missouri Procurement and 
Technical Assistance 

Centers (MO PTAC)

Missouri Small Business 
Development Centers 

(SBDC) 

Missouri Small Business 
& Technology 

Development Centers 
(SBTDC)

Missouri Economic 
Development Council 

(MEDC)

Associated Industries of 
Missouri (AIM)

Missouri Enterprise 
Business Assistance 

Center
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Village of North Lilbourn 
Awarded $178,750 CDBG 
for Wastewater System 
Improvement Project 
The Missouri Department 
of Economic Development 
(DED) has announced that 
the New Madrid County 
village of North Lilbourn 
has been approved for a 
$178,750 Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). The grant will be 
utilized to help fund a 
proposed wastewater 
system improvement 
project. Read more... 
 

Business: 
“MissouriCareerSource 
the only way to find 
good people.”  
Recently, Theresa Klaus 
with Quality Custom 
Molding in Linn wrote to 
thank Central Region 
Business Representative 
Cheri Tune for her 
excellent customer service 
in helping the company 
line up top-notch 
candidates for a high-
wage, specialized job. She 
included some glowing 
compliments for the 
MissouriCareer 
Source.com job search 
Web site in the process. “It 
has been so great,” Ms. 
Klaus said. “You would not 
believe the quality of 
applicants. I am going to 
set up interviews next 
week but it is the only way 
to go to find employees. 
So thank you for your 
help. I will always use 
MissouriCareerSource.”

instead of on four 
campuses. Read more... 
 
Express Scripts to Buy 
WellPoint Units for $4.68B 
Prescription benefits 
manager Express Scripts 
Inc. announced this week 
that it is buying health 
insurer WellPoint Inc.'s 
NextRX pharmaceutical 
benefit management 
subsidiaries for just under 
$4.68 billion in cash and 
stock. The deal gives St. 
Louis-based Express 
Scripts, the third-largest 
pharmacy benefits 
manager with about 506 
million prescriptions filled in 
2008, an additional 265 
million, pulling it close to 
the No. 1 stand-alone 
company, Medco Health 
Solutions Inc. Read more... 
 

DED Seeks Exporter of the Year Nominations 
The Department of Economic Development (DED) is seeking 
nominations of Missouri companies for the "Exporter of the Year" 
award, to be recognized during the Governor''s Conference on 
Economic Development, September 9-11, in St. Louis. Your 
organization is invited to nominate companies for consideration for 
this prestigious recognition. You will find an online nomination form 
that can be submitted electronically on the MEDC Web site. More 

than one company may be nominated by your local organization, however please 
submit each by separate form. If you have any difficulty submitting the form 
electronically, you may fax it to Mark Wine at (573) 526-1567, or mail it directly to 
Mark Wine, P.O. Box 118, Jefferson City, MO 65102. Nominations are due by April 
24. 
 

Missouri General 
Assembly

Missouri Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

  

 

Questions or Comments? 
Please contact: 

 
Jane Holtsman 
(573) 522-1593 

 
or email: 

missourifocus@ded.mo.gov
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Peabody Energy Enters Agreement to Create Peabody-Polo Resources Joint 
Venture in Mongolia 
St. Louis-based Peabody Energy has announced that it has 
entered into a renegotiated agreement to create a 50-50 joint 
venture holding Polo Resources Limited's Mongolian coal 
interests, for a cash contribution of up to $25.8 million. Mongolia holds substantial 
metallurgical and thermal coal reserves that are strategically located to serve the 
high-demand China and Asian markets. The creation of Peabody-Polo Resources 
BV marks another step as Peabody expands its Mongolian presence. Read more... 
 
Export Documentation & Shipping Seminar 

The World Trade Center Saint Louis is hosting a seminar titled 
“Export Documentation & Shipping,” April 29 in St. Louis. Gain 
valuable information on completing various export documents 
properly; understanding responsibilities/liabilities and passage of 
title; using and applying correct international trade terms; 
selecting and evaluating an international freight forwarder; 

understanding the new export regulations and much more! Read 
more... 
 
U.S. Wood Product Exports to MENA Top $55M 
U.S. hardwood lumber, veneer and flooring exports to the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) region have topped $55.1 million 
in 2008, according to the American Hardwood Export Council 
(AHEC). This reflects a 19 per cent increase from the previous 
figure of $46.3 million recorded in 2007. “By cultivating a strong 
reputation among high value clients based in the region, we are expecting to reap the 
rewards once the market regains its full verve, which we project to happen within the 
next two years,” said Roderick Wiles, AHEC consultant. Read more... 
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